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1. Church matters in Latvia are dealt with by the sowcalled Administystien of
Cults. mmmcnurchumnumﬁummmmmmmm

in Rupsia proper, whereas the Luthiran and Cathalic - have to gubsist
only om local demations, which are very mmall. The unsim qmtim
does not exist, and there are no synagoguss in Latvia.

Seviet Poliey

2. The Seoviet policy towards the church is twowsided. On the oms hand, the Soviets
cgntinue their teaching agairst ths sxistence of Ged te the young, and in
literatwre 'amd the press. On the gther hamd, they mﬂsyamm
tolerancs tavardnthetwhebhily Cakses have syem Beowrred Waan persoes. L. .
mm:mmchmhhnbmucmdnfmum This .
howavary m*tnﬂll.uthmmd COrthoda cmn‘nhm il -tirerin. no such ‘Eﬂill'lil;!?
toward the Catholic Gmoreh.l

3. mmyormsmsummmmwmmtumuctu
faithful from turning against them. The church, ax a whole, has lowt a great
dsal of itx influsnce, especially smong young psople and studsxts. In the
schoels, 1tutamtmmuthmmmthﬁdmmn
who come from religlgns komss. When the talk ix abyut God, the children eften
ask: "Where is this Ged!" I the jress and within the Kamsamel, thare is a
constant campaign against christemings, confh'lltim, and weddings in church,
and those who participate i wuch ceremiries are regarded with special disfavor.
Nevertheless, the Soviets dp mot hesitate to use the autharity of the church for
their own propeganda purphses, elac‘tinz the clergy for the various peace cons
ferences in Riga aml Momcow.

.' The Church

h. A1 of the Lutheraxt churches are still cpen, though there is a shartage af
pastors. The church adminigtratiem, under the lzadenu) af the forwer Pagtor
Turs from Bausks, who 15 now also the Archhishups kad organized semimaries, but
thmmveryfewraap]gmwhrﬂhtohc&mtm In the first
after the war, thers were a few arrests amemg the clergy far commectiony with
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the partisams and for anti-Seviet propaganda from the pulpit; butcns.much.arrests
have been noted receptly. It is not forbidden to go to church, but people do

not fesl safe when they go. The churches are still Filled to overflowing on
church festivals. Tke Soviet sutharities are plamming to rebuild, as an
histarica;h mommment, the famous church of St. Peter in Rigs,¥hich was destroyed
in June 1941.

Ca e G

5. The Cathelic Church in Latgals is regarded with great disfayor by the Soviets,
obviowkly because Moscow lovks upon the Vatican as its great enemy. Antie
religlous propagandeaamong the youth of Latgale ¢s particularly strong. Local
newspspers nsver miss an eppartufity to show up sany faults in the church. The
regult ig that the yonng people of latgale are strongly atheistic. The Sgviets
have established a schoel in Agloma, which is the center of Catholicism, and
they are primoting the Xomssmol movement with emormous emergy. Cases of per-
secutian agaimst Catholics are quite frequemt, especially in the parighes where
:liue clergy showed sympathy in the tunt for Cemmunists during the German occupa=

iy ;

mriar to 50X1-HUM
was no difference of mttitude toward the Cathaolic

2, Comment: Turs has previously been reported as a bishop, The
title of archbishop would be unusual in the Lutheran Church,
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